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Museum Development East Midland News
THE SANDFORD AWARD FOR
HERITAGE EDUCATION

REVISED RETURNS TIMETABLES FOR
ACCREDITION REVIEW

Does your museum or heritage site offer an
education programme that you are proud of? If
so we hope you’ll enter the 2019 Sandford Awards
which acknowledge and celebrate museums, galleries
and historic sites that provide high quality heritage
learning. Now in its 40th year over 500 sites have
received this prestigious quality mark from sites
small and large, and run by national institutions and
local authorities to volunteers and private owners.
The award is non-competitive and is managed by the
Heritage Education Trust in partnership with Bishop
Grosseteste University. It is independently judged
by a panel of heritage sector experts and applicants
receive a detailed consultancy report as part of the
judging process.

Arts Council England (ACE) has now published
the revised returns timetables following the
Accreditation Review, completed in autumn 2018.
Acting on feedback from the review the returns
schedule has increased from three to five years so
all museums will have a new return deadline during
2018-2024.

Hear what Dr Tracy Borman, Chief Executive of the
Heritage Education Trust and joint Chief Curator
for Historic Royal Palaces has to say about the award
https://youtu.be/_p5XJrbCCDE

MDEM will shortly be launching a new training
programme which covers all three areas of museum
accreditation. This will cover both the old and new
standard and will be available to anyone returning
within 12 months of the training date. In the mean
time, if you have any particular queries, please
contact Sarah Hartshorne the Accreditation Advisor
for the East Midlands but please note that after
February Heather Lomax will take on this role while
Sarah is away on maternity leave.

To find out more and to download the application
form, criteria and judging information visit
www. sandfordaward.org/ or contact sandford@
bishopg.ac.uk
Deadline for entries is 15 February 2019.

The Accreditation scheme was relaunched on the
1st November. Visit the ACE website for more
information, and full guidance will be released by the
end of 2018.
You can view the revised timetable from the Museum
Development East Midlands website.

LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND HERITAGE FORUM OPEN MEETING AND AGM
Thursday March 28th 6.30 at the Leicester,
Leicestershire & Rutland Record Office, Long
Street, Wigston Magna LE18 2EH
A behind the scenes look with Record Office staff as
well as all the latest Forum news and the chance to
hear what other members have planned.
Elizabeth Neathey, Relationships Manager Museums from the Arts Council England will give a
short presentation about funding opportunities.
Watch our website and Facebook page for updates on
this visit. It may be possible to offer some training
during the afternoon on that day but nothing has

LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND HERITAGE
CONFERENCE - page 2
First of it’s kind for Leicester, Leicestershire and
Rutland. Find out more from the Chairman’s note.

The Sandford Cascade Project
The Heritage Lottery funded Sandford Cascade
project supports sites in the East Midlands to
develop their heritage learning offer and apply for
the Sandford Award. Benefits for members include
a programme of visits to learn from Sandford
Award winning sites, bursaries to enhance learning
provision, opportunities to attend skill sharing
workshops, valuable networking opportunities with
other museums and heritage sites and access to
online resources.
To find out more and to register an interest visit
http://sandfordaward.org/cascade/
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been decided yet. Do let us know what training you
would like to see put in place to most fit the needs
and interests of your organisations.

A WOMAN’S PLACE - page 4
Find out about Cotesbach Education Trust talks
which were part of a project marking centenary of
women’s suffrage.
UNVEILING OF PLAQUE - page 6
A marble plaque unveiled commemorating 114
men who were not included in the original list of
Loughborough men who fell.
A Leicestershire County Council Green Plaque to Ann
Ayre Hely, a Crimean War nurse from Ravenstone was
unveiled in September on the front wall of Ravenstone
Hospital. The plaque was the culmination of a project
about Ann’s life by Pudding Bag Productions.

Also inside this issue:
Burbage Heritage Group - page 3
Pudding Production - page 3
Leicestershire Victoria County History Trust - page 5
Loughborough Carillon Tower & War Memorial
Museum - page 6
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Burbage Heritage Group - Ann Crabtree

Chairman’s Note - Dr Wendy Freer
I hope you have all had a successful summer season
and although some of your museums are now closed
for the winter, I am sure you still have lots of things
in mind that you need to get on with.
We have had two Open Meetings this autumn, both
took place at very interesting venues. In September
it was the Museum Service Central Stores at Barrow
on Soar and in November we visited Leicestershire
Museum Service’s Creative Learning Centre at
County Hall which was just as interesting.
There is to be a Leicestershire and Rutland Heritage
Conference at the National Space Centre on
Thursday 31st January. This is now fully booked.
The event is being funded by Leicestershire County
Council in partnership with Museum Development
East Midlands and in order to ensure that as many
of our members are able to take part as possible, the
Leicestershire & Rutland Heritage Forum has funded
six extra places – one of the ways in which we are
trying to add value to your membership.
The day will be held at the National Space Centre and
the programme has now been confirmed:
An Overview of Leicestershire County Council’s
Current Heritage provision, Franne Wills;
The findings from the recent review of the
Leicestershire and Rutland Heritage Forum, Wendy
Freer and Katie Smith.

De Monfort University
Rutland County Council
University of Leicester
Heart of the Forest
Leicester City Council
The Record Office
MDEM
Please note: even though this event is free to attend,
if you cancel your space with less than 48 hours’
notice you will incur a £25 cancellation fee.
I am sure this will be an interesting and valuable
event and hope to see many of you there.
Look out for a new training programme to be
announced in January. MDEM plan to offer training
on:
Collections photography, Pest management,
Care and handling of materials, Copyright training
– probably 10th April at the Tramway Museum
(aimed at museums with collections of postcards and
photographs among other things.)
Working in partnership with Cultural 24: Digital
stories. This will run over 9 months, starting in
March and recruiting in January.
Using collections digitally, Collections, plans and
policies for museums working towards accreditation

Three 30 minute workshops which delegates rotate
round:
1. Memory Plus – LCC team run a short workshop
on mindfulness
2. The Hero Project – Deana Wildgoose on project
management
3. Local History Cafes – Katherine Brown, Beauty
and Utility Arts

Other sessions will be announced and we hope to
offer training which will be of interest and value
to non-accredited museums, heritage groups and
individuals so look out for announcements on that.
Also, we are very keen to hear from you about the
sort of training you would find most useful and
relevant. Please email me with your suggestions:
lrhfchairman@gmail.com

Heritage Volunteering – Amanda Hanton
Century of Stories - overview of the project and next
steps.

Wendy Freer
Chairman
Leicestershire and Rutland Heritage Forum

Burbage Heritage Group has concluded their 4 year
WW1 project with children from the three primary
schools visiting the War Memorial to light a candle
remembering the final four soldiers who died during
the conflict. The last soldier to perish was Pte Leslie
Shilton who died on 4th November 1918 alongside
the poet Wilfred Owen and they are buried in
adjacent rows in the small Ors Communal Cemetery
in France. Working with the Parish Council blue
plaques have been fixed to the homes where the
fallen soldiers lived (where they still exist) and with
a Leicestershire Shire Grant BHG has been able to
produce bound biographies of all the soldiers and
create a new Memorial leaflet.
In 2019 the Group hopes to recreate the Peace Parade
that took place in the village to mark the signing of
the Treaty of Versailles in July 1919. This will again
involve the local primary schools.

Pudding Bag Productions - Dr Wendy Freer
As 2018 is the centenary of women over 30 being
allowed to vote in a General Election, we have been
working on a project to commemorate this. Wendy
Freer wrote the script for a 30 minutes drama film
which features two young women friends. One,
Emily, is politically active but not quite old enough
to vote; the other, Martha, is married and under the
thumb of her father-in-law, Albert Hopgood, with
his old-fashioned views on women. Emily attempts
to get Martha to realise the importance of her vote,
while Mr Hopgood is dead against it and Martha’s
husband sits uncomfortably between the two. Whose
view will prevail? Will Martha use her precious vote?

With four actors from Harborough Theatre, and one
of our own members, the film was shot mainly at
Wigston Framework Knitters’ Museum in October
with one scene being shot at the Sir John Moore
Foundation. The “Premiere” of the film was at
Wigston Framework Knitters’ Museum on 14th
December, 100 years to the day since the polling day
for the 1918 General Election.
We are currently negotiating with Harborough
Theatre to show the film there in late March. We
are also willing to come to other museums, heritage
groups, historical societies and women’s groups etc.
to show the film in return for a donation to Pudding
Bag Productions funds.
The drama is set in Wigston and much of the
research is based on reports in the Leicester Daily
Post of the time. A book is being prepared to show
the cuttings used together with transcripts and the
parts of the script which are based on them.

Quick fire round of heritage updates chaired by
Museum Development East Midlands:

2

3

Cotesbach Educational Trust - Sophy Newton
In this second year of Talk Tuesdays around the
project, ‘A Woman’s Place?’ marking the centenary
of women’s suffrage, our nine speakers covered
viewpoints past and present of equality, gender
stereotypes and the diverse and ever adapting role of
women in society.

But we also wanted to look at the lives of ordinary
women, their stories and experience whether of
loss, loneliness and childlessness or of marriage,
motherhood and myth. Thus with Frances Ambler,
historian and author of ‘All The Single Ladies’ we
were given a wide ranging historic perspective,
whilst with Jody Day, founder of Gateway Women,
We learnt from Vivienne Wood about how little
we could have found nobody more suitable to bring
of her life George Eliot spent in Nuneaton, the
these issues up to date. We were honoured that
place of her childhood, which so strongly comes
Shami Chakrabarti accepted our invitation to speak
through in her novels. We were inspired to engage
about her book ‘Of Women: in the 21st Century’, and
with her works, to read a recent book by Lyndall
excited that extra demand for tickets resulted in us
Gordon called ‘Outsiders: Five women writers who
putting up a marquee to keep off the blazing heat,
changed the World’, and to support the George Eliot
and organising an ‘EqualiTea’ in spite of the World
Fellowship and others who want to see this literary
Cup. Her message of solidarity was a powerful one,
giant represented in the Coventry City of Culture
and the impact of her work is awesome, though
2021.
she acknowledges the influence of key women
in her life, on this occasion in particular of her
We were fortunate to have Peter Barratt come
mentor during her time as Director of Liberty, Juliet
and talk to us about his great grandmother, Alice
Wheldon, cousin of the family, who died five years
Hawkins, the famous Leicester suffragette, to whom
ago, and who we successfully nominated for the
a statue was raised in February in recognition of her
wall of ‘Extraordinary Women’ project for this year’s
contribution; now everyone can see her in the market Heritage Open Days.
square and ‘Vote 100’ exhibitions of suffragette
memorabilia continue till the end of the year.
Elizabeth Foley and Beth Coates’s presentation
of their new book ‘What Would Boudicca Do?’
brought home how effective a light-hearted approach
to history with lashings of imagination can be in
making women’s stories from bygone eras relevant
to young women today. Whilst there seemed to
be triggers in the archive for every debate, fresh
discoveries were also made such as our connection
with Byron’s daughter and computer science
superbrain, Ada Lovelace.
On a poignant and serious note, acknowledging
the other great centenary of 2018, Suzy, Countess
of Denbigh read us extracts straight from Dorothie
Feilding’s diaries as she grappled with life, love,
death and the business of saving soldiers lives
in the fields of Flanders. Her diaries only came
to light around the Millennium but have gained
attention both locally - on a recently revamped WWI
commemorative sculpture outside Rugby Library,
for example – and nationally: she was featured on
the Antiques Roadshow WWI remembrance episode
on 4th November, an extremely moving compilation
worth playing back.
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For Heritage Open Days archive volunteers mounted
a detailed display of research into the literary
connections of females in the Marriott family entitled
‘The 19th Century Net’, and an assemblage of late
19th century estate receipts to do with women’s work,
such as the piles of laundry!
Our final talk was by Aneela McKenna of Go-Where.
co.uk who set up ‘Mountain Lassies’ bike tours. She
looked back on how bicycle wheels gave women
freedom they had never known, and forward with
this short verse entitled ‘Bicycling Gives You Wings’
to wind up: ‘Our wings are back/We have our power/
Let’s keep it on track/This is our hour.’

It has been so rewarding to see a packed out
Schoolhouse every time and to hear others being
drawn into the dialogue. As one regular attendee
commented, ‘I have attended all of the talks and
have been thoroughly impressed – the quality of
the speakers, the content of the talks, the wonderful
rooms and garden we have sat in whilst listening to
the talks. Absolutely wonderful!’.
You can hear the last two talks (‘What Would
Boudicca Do?’ and ‘100 years of bicycling for ladies’)
by going to Soundcloud.com and searching for
Cotesbach.
Talk Tuesdays will resume in 2019 with our next
project, ‘Time Flies’.

Shout out!
Take advantage of a 10% discount on room hire bookings made before the end of January 2019. Hire
our Georgian schoolhouse or the modern Glasshouse space for your meeting, party or event. Prices
start from £13 per hour. We offer a discounted rate for community and charity bookings. You are
welcome to come and have a look around and discuss your requirements.
We’re running a series of skills workshops in the spring – from pasta to chocolate making, fruit tree
pruning to wild food foraging, there’s something for everyone.
Please call us or visit our website for full details and booking links.
01455 558 373 or e-mail hello@cotesbachschoolhouse.org.uk
Louisa Beighton - Centre Manager
www.cotesbachschoolhouse.org.uk

Leicestershire Victoria County History Trust - David Holmes
CET Directors presenting Shami Chakrabarti with
Cotesbach garden bouquet and elderflower cordial,
7th July

Alison Clague and her team at Leicestershire
Museums Collections kindly allowed us to borrow
an amazing array of items relating to women’s history
in their collection displayed in the Glasshouse for
several weeks in the summer.

New volume for the Victoria County History series
Following a successful research project covering
communities in the Charnwood area, Leicestershire
Victoria County History Trust is now planning to
publish a comprehensive history of Loughborough.
The project is at an early stage of development with
fund raising being the first objective.

The project will provide opportunities for volunteers,
working with professional historians, to be involved
with research and writing of the volume. It is hoped
to publish the book in 2021 to coincide with the
8ooth anniversary of the granting of a Charter to
Loughborough.
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Loughborough Carillon Tower & War Memorial Museum - Mel Gould
Unveiling of Plaque
When Loughborough’s Carillon Tower & War
Memorial was built and opened in 1923 the names
of 478 men of the town were commemorated, having
fell in the Great War.

The service was conducted by the Reverend Wendy
Dalrymple of All Saints Church, Loughborough and
the Mayor of Charnwood Cllr Wendy Green unveiled
the new memorial.

In 2014 Marigold Cleeve, a volunteer researcher with
the Carillon Museum, began to write up the story of
each and everyone of them. These stories have been
featured in the Loughborough Echo each week on
the anniversary of the man’s death.
It was whilst researching these men that
Marigold came across a number
of discrepancies, men who had
died in WW1 but who were not
commemorated on the carillon.
Further detailed research revealed
the names of 114 men who died but
for various reasons were not included
in the original list of Loughborough
men who fell.

For more information email Mel Gould:
carillonmuseum@gmail.com

Determined to right this wrong the
Carillon Museum launched an appeal
to pay for a fitting memorial. Within
hours, Loughborough Grammar
School offered to pay the full amount
from money the Court had ordered
a young man, who vandalised a
number of trees planted in memory
of Grammar School pupils and staff
who had died in WW1, to pay as
compensation. In fact, the nursery
who had supplied the original
trees replaced them free of charge,
leaving the grammar school the
compensation and unsure what to do
with it.
A marble plaque, listing the 114, was
unveiled on Saturday 3 November
2018 on the ground floor of the
carillon. It was made by Kevin
Mitchell Memorials of Selbourne
Street, Loughborough. This will be a
fitting tribute to these men and their
families who sacrificed so much.
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