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FROM WENDY FREER, CHAIR OF CO-ORDINATING GROUP
Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter. I hope you and your
organisations are all well and have coped with what has been for
all of us a very difficult year. Some of your organisations will have
remained closed or suspended throughout the summer season, a
few I know have managed to open in recent weeks. For
Museums, Heritage Sites and Societies, whether they have
reopened or not, it has meant a lot of preparation and changes.
Here at the Forum we are also undergoing a big change, but our
change has nothing to do with the pandemic.
For some time, it has been becoming apparent that the Forum
could not continue to operate in the same way as before, and that
the structure and organisation needed to change with the times.
It appears that these days, people are very reluctant to join
committees with all that that entails, taking on responsibilities,
travelling to and giving up time for committee meetings etc. I
myself have belonged to two other organisations which have now
closed down because they could not get volunteers to join their
committees. We at the Forum have also struggled in this regard,
and with four of the six committee members retiring at the end of
this year, it was clear that some radical changes would have to be
made.
We have therefore decided to do away with a formal committee
in the normal sense and with formal face-to-face committee
meetings, unless we particularly decide we would like to meet. In
its place there will be a Co-ordinating Group consisting of three
people and other members can come forward from time to time
to take on particular tasks or help to support an event etc. For the
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COVER STORY CONTINUED
time being, I will remain as a “figurehead” for the
Forum and for convenience I will be referred to
as the Chairman, unless anyone can think of a
better title. Chrissie Van Mierlo of the
Loughborough
Bellfoundry
Trust
has
volunteered to take on the role of newsletter
editor, and Bis Bisgrove of Swannington Heritage
Trust is taking the lead on financial matters.
As and when necessary, we will hold online
meetings of the Co-ordinating Group, which
anyone else is welcome to attend, particularly if
they are interested in becoming involved with a
particular aspect of the Forum. By the time you
read this, we will have circulated a copy of the
amended constitution, and we will be holding an
online general meeting for members on
Thursday, October 15th. An invitation with
joining instructions will be circulated shortly. We
will be using the Zoom platform which is simple
enough to use, even for people who feel they
have no IT abilities!

Finally, we have decided that the Heritage
Awards will go ahead next year, although at the
moment, the expectation is that the Awards
Evening will be held online. If it becomes
possible to hold an Awards Evening live, in the
normal way, we will do so but at the moment
this cannot be predicted. You are therefore
invited to send in your entries between now and
the end of January 2021. Judging will then take
place and the results will be announced at an
online event in April – date to be decided. By the
time this newsletter comes out, you should have
received an email with details of how to find the
updated entry forms and where to send them.
These details will also be on our website, but if
you can’t find them please email me on
lrhfchairman@gmail.com.

Wendy Freer,
Chairman

YOU CAN’T LOCK DOWN MOTHER NATURE! - 1620s HOUSE AND GARDEN
For most of the heritage sites in the county, the
onset of Covid19 has meant the shutting down
of buildings and the resources within them
which were offered to visitors. Monitoring,
security and conservation became the
watchwords as environments had to be
stabilised and preserved. But what happens
when a significant part of your offering is alive,
outside, growing and in the hands of the
elements?
The 1620s House and Garden combines a house
that was already 300 years old when the 1620s
dawned with a much younger garden which has
been developed to demonstrate the ways in
which a garden was essential to the wellbeing of
a somewhat outcast Catholic family with land
and connections, tainted by association with the
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1605 ‘Gunpowder Plot’, sometimes living in an
isolated location on the edge of Charnwood
Forest.

That garden has been maintained and developed
by a team of nine volunteers who have delighted
in not only maintaining a high standard of
display, but also adding new plants to the
collection as well as structures to enhance the
1620s ambiance. Those plants include trees,
bushes, and perennial and annual plants, the
great majority of which would have met various
needs. These range from the obvious needs like
sustenance to health, household management,
beauty and dyeing cloth as well as the simple joy
of experiencing flowers throughout the seasons.
There were also the ‘special’ new plants from
points east, including tulips and crown imperials,

and sunflowers, tomatoes, nasturtiums and
marvel of Peru from the New World, which were
the garden equivalent of having designer clothes
and accessories to show off.
Looking back to 2019, the volunteers’ year
wound down in December — when we
celebrated Christmas in the house decorated
with greenery — ready to resume in early
February. It was a dampish autumn and winter
but work was progressing well with a new
wildlife pond, winter pruning in the orchard,
planting tulip bulbs in large clay pots to outwit
the voracious grey squirrels and the preparation
of new wildflower areas and a new rose bed.
However, with Covid19 clouds massing on the
horizon, our last team session was on Thursday
19th March and we were not able to resume any
work until Thursday 2nd July and then only in
very reduced numbers for very short periods.
That has increased to 50% of the team working
for four hours on Thursdays and Fridays in toasty
August.
In our absence, the garden was simply left to
referee its own game through an exceptionally
dry April and May followed by a warm and
meteorologically mixed June. The weeds and the
grass had a ‘field day’ …. try cutting ornamental
lawns with three month,
two foot high stubble!
Shears, a sickle and a
strimmer. Sadly, the
white roses had been
defoliated by rust, but it
is amazing what survived
and even prospered. The
herbs of Mediterranean
origin including lavender,
sage, rosemary, hyssop
and germander have
thrived.
The
myrtle,
pomegranate, fig as well
as lady’s bedstraw and
even madder, (for red
dyes), are looking happy,
although a good shower

of rain or two would not come amiss at the time
of writing. Another bonus is the self-sown
calendulas,
nasturtiums
and
blue
salvias which have provided a wonderful display,
even if not quite where we had intended.
We were not able to cultivate or plant out the
vegetable and annual herb gardens, the tulips
came and went unappreciated while our ‘empty’
new rose beds have spawned the most amazing
collection of wild flowers and escapees from
various other cultivated beds and areas. The
annual flowers including the glamorous
sunflowers and marvels of Peru missed the boat
being frost-tender and anyway would have
needed the watering which we were not there
to give them.
We are delighted to return to the garden that
means so much to us. There is always something
new to learn and to share with visitors about the
plants, the gardens and gardeners of the 1620s.
Through our determination and work the garden
is getting back on the rails, we just await the
resumption of trains bringing passengers.
Jennifer Holloway & Michael Arkle,
Garden Volunteers
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DIGITAL DIALOGUE - COTESBACH EDUCATIONAL TRUST
Imprinted on my mind, yet nowhere to be found
on my camera roll are the tall white
foxgloves, ‘Digitalis Purpurea Alba’, by the
Schoolhouse which produced flowers this
summer for weeks on end.

both outside as well as in, nature ever present to
connect us to the real world.
Sophy Newton

As we’ve all been shifting from one reality to the
next, it’s no surprise to find a discrepancy
between input and output, yet in fact no amount
of artifice could have reproduced the immediacy
of nature and her messages, so vivid the poppies
between the cracks of the paving slabs
reminding us of everyone we have been missing.
However, work has been going on behind the
scenes at CET including a successful application
to the HLF Relief Fund for a Digital Collections
Coordinator. Their task will be to switch the
archive database from MODES to CALM,
thereby enabling the migration of item level
records to Archives Hub. This will result in wider
access to the collection. The original choice of
software was driven by a concept of integrated
heritage: parallel record structures were thought
to be an advantage in promoting the heritage of
Cotesbach, whether archive, book, artefact or
fragment. However, like the foxglove, digital
technology has surpassed all expectations and
moulded our brains along with it, so dependent
as we are now on it for data capture, storage and
retrieval that memory, and history, have been
transformed as well.
So, whilst it’s still strangely quiet at CET with no
visitors for Heritage Open Days, it’ll be a busy
autumn … as we welcome our new member of
staff. The CET is now open for bookings, and
expecting to launch a new website in a few
weeks’ time with details of plans for 2021. I
saved a handful of white foxglove seed, so no
doubt 2021 will see a proliferation of Digitalis
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Schoolhouse, late April, honesty in flower and
foxgloves at the ready

THE GRAVESTONES OF ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH, DESFORD DESFORD & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Over lockdown two members decided to
photograph and take notes on all the
monuments surrounding St. Martin's Church,
Desford. This was something they had spoken
about doing for a few years but as they found
themselves with time on their hands they set
about the job. It was also something that could
be done with social distancing.
They must have looked a strange pair kneeling
and sometimes lying on the grass in the
churchyard trying to decipher the gravestones.
Some gravestones were completely covered in
ivy which had to be carefully removed. There
were a lot of horse chestnuts self seeding
amongst the graves and some stones were
invisible amongst the trees, bushes and
underneath hedges.

There was one double grave surrounded by an
iron railing that had not seen the light of day for
many years. It had a holly tree growing in the
middle together with a laurel bush and covered
in ivy. This had two full size gravestones in and
two smaller stones at the bottom. It was the
burial place of four members of the Fox family, a
well known Desford family dating back to the
1600s. In 1657 there was a disastrous fire in the

village which demolished houses, barns etc., including property belonging to Richard Fox.
There was also a Richard Fox who was a
principal landowner after the Enclosure in 1760.
We thank the members of St. Martin’s Church
who came with a chainsaw, hedge cutters and
clippers to help clear the foliage that covered
the hidden gravestones. 362 gravestones have
so far been photographed and noted with just a
couple more needing to be cleared. The next
task is to enter them onto MODES software
(which the archivists are using to archive our
collection of documents and photographs).
The society have over the years had requests
from people asking if their relations are buried
in the churchyard. This will enable us to easily
search, print out and supply them with a digital
photograph of the grave.
Jane & Pat (Archivists)
Desford & District Local History Society

Above and top right: Examples of the gravestone
photography
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A VIRTUAL PIMMS IN THE PADDOCK - BURBAGE HERITAGE GROUP
In common with most organisations that meet in
Church premises, our planned talks programme
had to be cancelled and we are not planning to
meet indoors before the end of 2020. Also, a
couple of outings had to be cancelled, so group
activity was looking bleak. The committee was
able to meet via Zoom and we investigated the
possibility of having a Zoom group meeting.
Nearly all of our 50 members are available via
the internet, so feelers were put out to see if
such a meeting would be something they would
enjoy. The feedback was very positive.
Our July meeting had originally been organised
as an outside meeting – Pimms in the Paddock –
so the invitation went out for everyone who was
able to log in to raise their own glass. An
illustrated presentation took place on Thursday
6th August. 25 members were able to ‘attend’
and the evening was a success. Another Zoom
meeting is being organised in October. We have
also distributed a newsletter to keep our
members updated.

Pughe’s Paddock has a fascinating history. If
anyone is interested, the presentation is
available to view on YouTube. Log into YouTube,
search for Burbage Heritage Group, and the
presentation is listed.

The presentation about Pughe’s Paddock is currently
available on YouTube

UPDATE- DIESWORTH HERITAGE CENTRE
After a disastrous winter for the Heritage
Centre and then lockdown, the Trustees aim to
be ready to reopen in the New Year. The serious
flooding which occurred in November 2019 was
the start. An enthusiastic team of volunteers
packed up documents, photographs and
artefacts. Flood precautions were put into
practice and events carried on.
But in February 2020 the flooding returned with
a vengeance. The water rose in the little brook
which runs alongside the Centre and covered
the churchyard and then entered the building. It
settled under the floor and in some areas
bubbled up into the coffee bar. Dehumidifiers
were used and more precautions taken but it
was soon realised that the floor in the Main Hall
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was soaked and required removal. Again the
team rallied and the floor was taken up whilst
enquiries were made for advice and support.
The Centre managed to continue on a smaller
scale, with regular groups continuing to attend.
When the floorboards began to buckle in the
coffee bar volunteers lifted them, planed them
back to suitable width and replaced them.
Enquiries for costing the replacement of the
whole floor realised the immensity of the task
and the cost.
And then in mid March came lockdown and
everything closed. But the building continued to
be aired, mopped down and dried. After three
months the Centre had a Covid risk test and
failed in a number of ways, the most important

limped on, attempting to raise sufficient funds
for the repairs. But the future looked gloomy.
Very many thanks to the Heritage Emergency
Fund which listened to our request and awarded
a grant of £28,300 to restore the Centre and
enable reopening. A conservation builder has
been appointed; plans to remove all our
contents for safe storage off site; an
electrician to rewire the ground floor and all
Covid precautions with relevant training will be
put in place.
Flooding at Diesworth Heritage Centre

being that the Computer Suite which had been in
weekly use for ten years could no longer
carry on; this was due to the room being
upstairs, with only one entrance and the close
proximity of members and computers. Had the
pandemic not occurred, the Centre could have

There is still much to do but the Trust is hopeful
that we will be putting the finishing touches to
the Centre by mid December and reopen in
January. Our next task is the reconstruction of
the listed boundary wall to ensure future
flooding is contained.
Nikki Hening

UPDATE - PUDDING BAG PRODUCTIONS
We have been kept busy making a series of very
short films for North West Leicestershire
District Council about a selection of heritage
sites in the district, chosen by Llynda Baugh in
her capacity as NWLDC Cultural Services Officer.
At the time of writing, this set is nearly finished.
We have been to Snibston, Swannington Gorse
Field, Swannington Incline, Hough Mill, Moira
Furnace lime kilns, Thringstone, Breedon on the
Hill, St Helen’s Church, Ashby and St Mary the
Virgin at Weston on Trent. We are still hoping to
go to Grace Dieu Priory but so far, four shoot
dates have been cancelled for a variety of
different reasons. We are beginning to think the
White Lady is trying to tell us something! The
films will be shown on the Hello Heritage
website between 5th and 19th September. After
that, participating sites will be able to show
them on their own websites and social media if
they wish.
It is still impossible to say when we will be able

Llynda Baugh with archaeologist Alison Fearn, examining
medieval graffiti at Weston on Trent Church

to get actors together on historic sites to make
historical drama films in the way that we
usually do but we have plans to make other
documentaries and possibly an historic
animation.
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MAKING THE BEST OF A BAD YEAR - GREATER WIGSTON HERITAGE CENTRE
The Greater Wigston Heritage Centre opened in
September 2019 with a flourish of activity after
the opening ceremony presided upon by Her
Worship, the Mayor of Oadby and Wigston,
Councillor Lynda Eaton JP and Honorary
Alderman Duncan Lucas, President of the
Greater Wigston Historical Society. Initially we
opened every Friday, 10am to 4pm and were
well supported both by locals and out of town
visitors.
2020 was to be a year of expansion with plans in
February to open a second day, Thursdays from
2pm to 8pm to give those who work a chance to
visit the facility. Then came the dreaded
Covid19 which really put a ‘lid’ on our activities.
Initially the lockdown was total, except for
weekly security visits to keep the insurers
happy. There were no activities taking place and
the volunteers only spoke by telephone and
Zoom meetings online.
After a few months of planning, we started to
ready the Centre with new signage, Perspex
screens, hand sanitising stations and all the
required safeguards to allow us to open again.
In the mean time we transferred a lot of our
services to the web via our website at
www.wigstonhistoricalsociety.co.uk. This was a
great success with Peter Cousins undertaking
‘free’ family history research.
Our other volunteers were not idle either.
A series of books was planned to publish the
heritage of the area through personal stories
and articles written by local people. The first
published in July was
“Wigston – Window on the Past” Volume 1
which sold the first 100 copies within three
weeks. More had to be printed and these are
also going fast. The format was A5 with 80
pages and selling at a nominal £5 each.

8

Windows on Wigston’s past...

Alongside this was our next DVD, being the 4th
we have produced. This one called
“From Fields to a Town”
followed the development of South Wigston.
The hour-long commentary was provided by
Dave Andrews of BBC Radio Leicester.
Our preparations are now complete, and the
Heritage Centre is ready for opening again from
Friday 4th September. Visitors can book a time
online through our website at
http://www.wigstonhistoricalsociety.co.uk/
Heritage-Centre-Bookings.php
Come along and visit us to research your local
history and / or family history. We look forward
to seeing you.
Mike Forryan,
Chairman

UPDATE - LEICESTER TRANSPORT HERITAGE TRUST
The start of March 2020 promised so much for
us. Like everyone we were aware of something
called Covid19 and what had seemed to be an
overseas problem was just starting to have an
impact in our own country. So as we prepared
for our first major event of the year, the ‘Bus &
Train Spectacular’ centred at the Great Central
Railway’s Quorn & Woodhouse station
scheduled for 25th April, we were aware of
some precautions that were becoming
necessary. This was especially so as we were
about to formally launch the completion of a
three year major project to carry out work on
the jewel in our collection, a 1950 Leicester City
Transport Leyland double-deck bus. The work on
this bus had been undertaken in partnership
with commercial bus operator First Leicester
and on Wednesday 4th March it was a very
special day for the Trust when the City Mayor,
Sir Peter Soulsby, cut the tape along with First
Midlands MD Nigel Eggleton and our Chairman
Richard Worman at a ceremony at First
Leicester’s Abbey Lane depot. Little did we know
that within three weeks all our lives would
change in such a dramatic and challenging way!
Lockdown at the end of March 2020 meant that
we had to cancel our April event at Quorn plus
our programme of open days at the Stoneygate
tram depot along with our monthly social
meetings at the Braunstone Civic Centre. The
latter attracts 40-50 of our members each
month so was a real blow to them. Likewise, our
working restoration and archive related teams
had to disband and the Trust’s Directors had to
start to consider how we were going to tackle
the loss of income which we derive from the
events we arrange or attend with our sales
stand. As the situation worsened during April
and May, it became clear that our second major
event, a local heritage bus running day on 25th
July, would also not be able to take place.

So what have we been doing since lockdown in
March?
Our yearly challenge is to generate enough cash
to cover basic vehicle operating costs, these
being storage, road tax, insurance, breakdown
cover and MOTs and in addition the extra costs
to carry out vital maintenance work and
continue with restoration projects.

The Trust has been fortunate in that we were
successful in obtaining a grant from local
government on premises which were subject to
rates relief, in line with the announcement by
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and these
funds went to offset the lost revenue which the
Trust would have expected to have received
between April and October.
Since the start of the crisis, we have had no idea,
of course, as to when we may be allowed to
start holding some of our events once again.
With this in mind, we took the opportunity in
April to launch our own ‘Sleeping Fleet’ appeal
and by the end of June donations from members
had marvellously broken through the £5,000
barrier and the donations continue to arrive.
Many of their donations were also Gift Aided so
that also generated further income.
In addition to the above appeal, one of our
members also instigated a Crowdfunding
campaign principally aimed at our Facebook
page followers. This ran throughout the month
of April, helping to raise a further £1,000.
With the popularity of Zoom video meetings
growing during the crisis, the organiser of our
monthly social meetings decided to see if there
was any interest amongst the 145 members for
whom we hold email addresses. Expressions of
interest were received from 30 or so members,
some of whom had not tried Zoom previously
but were willing to give it a go!
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The first of these meetings was held in July and
there were 28 attendees. Once cameras and
microphones were sorted, it was considered a
great success. Accordingly, monthly Zoom
meetings are being held on the same date and
time as when we would have otherwise been
meeting at Braunstone Civic Centre.
Three members of the archive team have been
working from their homes on database driven
projects and members of restoration and
vehicle maintenance teams have been able to
make regular checks on vehicles and premises.
As lockdown regulations have been relaxed some
members of the group have also recommenced
some restoration work on a pair of vehicles. The
size of double-deck buses makes it easy to
ensure that social-distancing rules are observed.
Much of the work involved is paintwork related,
so face masks are essential anyway. With the
generation of income always at the forefront of
our minds, we have also stepped up the
production of transport related publications.

How well is our Trust surviving and what our
plans are for reopening, some possible tips for
similar organisations and exciting projects going
forward?
We would say so far so good for us in the survival
stakes and clearly the grant which we received
was vital and certainly avoided our Directors/
Trustees having too many sleepless nights!
The Directors have kept their fingers on the
pulse and whilst the monthly Board meetings in
their recognised format have had to be
suspended for the time being, various virtual
methods have ensured that communication and
reporting at the top level has remained within
the rules.
The lockdown has also enabled the Directors to
take breath and assess our current working
arrangements with the likelihood that we will
implement some possible revisions to these
when we are up and running normally again.

The Trust’s 1950 Leyland together with First Leicester staff, LTHT Directors and LTHT volunteers who
worked on the bus together with the City Mayor, Sir Peter Soulsby, accompanied by Adam Clarke
the Assistant City Mayor who is responsible for heritage
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Our social media platforms have become more
important and have helped us to keep in contact
with our members and followers on a daily basis.
We are very pleased that during the pandemic
we have been able to welcome 12 new members
into our fold taking our total membership over
the 200 mark. The Directors have also kept in
touch with isolated members by regular phone
calls which we know has been appreciated.
Whilst we are aware of the interest we create
within the local community when visitors to our
events tell us how much they enjoy their
engagement with transport heritage, the
pandemic has also made us realise the
enjoyment and comfort our efforts bring to our
membership and especially those who live alone.
We have been proud supporters of the ‘Heritage
Open Days’ initiative since its inception, so whilst
we are not able to open the tram depot this
year, in September we are providing a Digital
event by way of a Zoom presentation on 13th
September relating to the story of Leicester’s

trams with a question and answer session
afterwards.
Who knows what may be in store for us during
2021 in the form of government restrictions, but
at least we do know that we have an unwavering
level of support from our membership. If no
grant funding is available in 2021, we may need
to give further thought as to how we generate
additional income although we hope restrictions
will have eased and that we should be able to
organise events and open up the tram depot
again at some time during 2021.
With regards to exciting projects going forward,
we are also using the time during lockdown to
apply for ‘Working towards Accreditation’ status
and also to progress work on a funding
application towards a mobile Museum bus and
the transformation of the tram depot into a
more robust transport heritage and educational
centre.
Mike Greenwood,
Director

A SNEAK PREVIEW - HINCKLEY AND DISTRICT MUSEUM
It’s not all been bad news.
During closure smart new signage has been
erected on either end of the museum and above
the entrance. Also four floral hanging baskets
have been put in place at the front of the
museum courtesy of Hinckley and Bosworth
Borough Council.
Our new museum tea towel has been a
successful addition to our retail offer and the
summer edition of The Hinckley Historian
magazine has been published and distributed to
our subscribers and sold through social media
whilst the normal retail outlets were in
lockdown.
Email
hinckleymuseum@hotmail.co.uk
details of how to purchase these items.

for
Image credit: John Coward
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With the continuing Covid-19 situation our
trustees have not fixed a date for the museum to
open. For the health and safety of our volunteers
and visitors, it will be difficult to open the
museum with the 2 metre social distancing rules
continuing. Therefore, the new exhibits planned
for the 2020 season will be retained for the 2021

season. You can view some content from these
on our website:
www.hinckleydistrictmuseum.org.uk
Below: Just a few photos
exhibits to whet your appetite.

from

Roman coin hoard found locally

Sketchley Dye Works: from Sketchley plc to a field

Viewing Hinckley with maps over the years

The conflict between the Greys and Hastings
families in the 15th and 16th centuries

WW2 prisoners of war: beyond the wire – our POW experience
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THE WORDSWORTHS & WHITWICK - WHITWICK HISTORICAL GROUP
April 2020 was the 250th anniversary of the birth
of the major poet William Wordsworth (1770 –
1850) a leader of the Romantic Movement.
Wordsworth’s poetry celebrates the wonder and
beauty of the natural world and the lives of
ordinary people. In 1804 he wrote what is
probably the most famous poem in the English
language, which begins:
‘I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host, of golden daffodils;’
(‘Daffodils’)
Born in Cockermouth, Wordsworth lived in the
splendidly scenic Lake District, making his home
in Grasmere in Dove Cottage from 1799 with his
sister Dorothy. In 1802, he married Mary
Hutchinson and their first three children were
born in Dove Cottage. From 1813, the family
lived at Rydal Mount in Ambleside where two
more children were born. However, he and his
family travelled widely on the continent and
around Great Britain.
The team at Whitwick Historical Group were
aware that Wordsworth was a frequent visitor to
our locality due to his friendship with Sir George
and Lady Margaret Beaumont of Coleorton Hall.
Sir George Beaumont, 7th Baronet, was an
amateur painter and art patron. He played a
crucial part in the creation of the National
Gallery by making the first bequest of paintings
to that institution. The Beaumonts and
Wordsworth had met in 1803 through their
mutual friend Samuel Taylor Coleridge. For
several months in 1806 and 1807, Wordsworth,
along with his wife Mary, his sister Dorothy, his
sister-in-law Sarah and his two eldest children,
John and Dora, stayed at Hall Farm adjoining
Coleorton Hall.
Whilst he was a guest of Sir George, Wordsworth
designed the Winter Garden for the recently
constructed Hall. It was a productive period for
his poetry too; he composed several poems and

sonnets. Wordsworth returned many times to
Coleorton in subsequent years.
In 1818, Francis Merewether, the Rector of
Coleorton, became Vicar of Whitwick. He went
on to serve both parishes until 1864.
Merewether was responsible for many projects
during his tenure: in Whitwick, the National
School was built and the Parish Church
renovated. He too was a friend of Sir George and
Lady Beaumont and knew the Wordsworth
family. We know from the clergy database that in
February 1828, John Wordsworth, William and
Mary’s eldest son, became Merewether’s curate
in Whitwick. He lived at the Old Vicarage in Silver
Street. This building is now the Silver Oaks
Residential Care Home. The illustration is a copy
of a delightful drawing by Dora Wordsworth with
the caption “Whitwick Vicarage” dated 4th
August 1828 and signed “Dora”. The original is at
Rydal Mount.
Investigating the details surrounding the period
of John Wordsworth’s curacy has been absorbing
for WHG volunteers. We know that John’s family
visited him at his Whitwick home. His aunt,
Dorothy Wordsworth, wrote in her journal that
she spent many weeks in the village but was not
always in good health. The Wordsworth Trust
holds several letters written by Dorothy, Mary,
Dora and Lady Beaumont which include
references to members of the family being in
Whitwick. Dorothy wrote to her brother
Christopher in November 1828: ‘My dear
Christopher, it was a week on Tuesday since I
reached Whitwick’. A letter from Dora in April
1829 mentions that her mother, Mary
Wordsworth, is away visiting Dorothy in
Whitwick who was ill. Later that month, Dora
writes that she has received a letter from her
Aunt Dorothy in Whitwick stating that she was
now well. The last letter that Lady Margaret
Beaumont wrote before her death in July 1829
was to William Wordsworth; it mentions Dorothy
leaving Whitwick.
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Although John Wordsworth’s time in Whitwick
was less than two years, it is remarkable to
imagine him and his famous family walking or
riding through the village. One wonders if his
relatives attended the Parish Church to hear his
sermons. No doubt there would have been
frequent journeys along the lanes between
Whitwick and Coleorton.

William Wordsworth returned to Coleorton in
1830. By this time his friend Sir George had died
and his son John had moved to a parish in
Cumberland. Whitwick Parish had a new curate
and the village was about to undergo significant
changes with the opening of Leicestershire’s first
deep coal mine.

Sketch of the Old Vicarage, Whitwick, by Dora
Wordsworth, 1828

UPDATE - SWANNINGTON HERITAGE TRUST
Swannington Heritage Trust, like most
organisations, have had an unusual start to
2020. Normally, our opening season is around
Easter and is kicked off with the ever-popular
Easter at the Mill. Unfortunately, this year the
Easter bunny had left the chocolate eggs but
thanks to Covid there were no visitors to enjoy
them. Luckily, we managed to pass the eggs on
to a local food bank.
In accordance with lockdown requirements, we
ceased all work on our sites mid-March. Our
volunteers regularly walked our sites to check
everything was in order and it was lovely to see
so many walkers out and about enjoying their
daily exercise at our sites. The Swannington
Incline was particularly popular.
As the weeks passed our archive teams and
management teams restarted work at home and
online. Even our most hardened technophobes
have mastered Zoom! As some of the
restrictions were lifted, our land maintenance

volunteers returned to work focusing on the
most pressing jobs of maintaining our footpaths
and mowing the grass around Hough Mill.
Although Museums were able to reopen on 4th
July, following consultation with our mill guides,
the management team made the very difficult
decision not to open Hough Mill. It was also felt
that guided walks and tours were too risky and
that we wouldn’t be able to give our visitors the
experience they deserve. This decision is under
review and we will open as soon as we feel it is
appropriate to do so. We are heartened that the
public can still access our sites via footpaths
every day.
So, we are taking 2020 as a year to reflect and
make progress on our to do list. We have
numerous big projects that need our attention
and while we have the time, we are ticking the
jobs off that list! While we are disappointed not
to be promoting Swannington Heritage Trust
and welcoming lots of visitors to Hough Mill and
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our events, we are still working hard in the
background to make the most of 2020. We have
made several successful grant applications and
have secured funding for forestry work at
Swannington Incline and to help cover our loss of
earnings. Fingers crossed for some outstanding
applications! Our volunteers have had
equipment training and we have worked hard
producing content for our Hello Heritage boards.
We plan to relaunch in 2021 with lots more for
our visitors to enjoy. There will be new
interpretation boards, children's woodland
activities and lots more to enjoy…
For updates keep an eye on our Hough Mill
Facebook page and on our website:
swannington-heritage.co.uk!

LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL? - MOIRA FURNACE MUSEUM
2020 was to be a year bigger and better than
any year we have had before. To open our
season, a big re-enactment event was planned
to celebrate the opening of the season and the
20th anniversary of the reopening of the furnace
after a large investment and redesign.
This was to be followed up by a charity abseil
and family fun day and the ever-popular Moira
Canal Festival in May. June was going to see us
welcome a large Bubble Family Funday before
the site was going to be rocked by a large, family
friendly music festival. Of course, we were all
excited to welcome back the Moira Folk Festival
in August with a food festival planned in
September. Between all of this, the ever-popular
monthly car meets would run as well as a
monthly street food and music event. We were
even going to welcome some outdoor
theatre to our site! 2020 was shaping up to be
an amazing year with even more in the pipeline
from the volunteers and staff being planned.
March 23rd, 2 weeks before we opened our
doors to welcome the first visitors of 2020, to
see inside our newly laid out museum, to ride on

our freshly painted and refurbished boat, and
the country was plunged into lockdown. Our
events calendar was wiped out and all hope of
us opening at all this year seemed to vanish.
However, September has just arrived and, we
are delighted to say, our museum and boat have
never been busier! We even stand to have
broken even for the year to date. How, you may
ask?
When lockdown hit, staff could not be
furloughed due to a grant from North West
Leicestershire Council we are in receipt of each
year, mostly to cover wages. With this being the
case, we used recently purchased laptops
funded from an MDEM grant to enable us to
work from home. Our Operations Supervisor
continued to come on to site to monitor the
situation. We also closed the car parks to
visitors, leaving the site accessible by foot via
the footpaths.
As lockdown proceeded, it became clear there
may be light at the end of the tunnel. Our first
big move was to take inspiration from other
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country parks and open a take-away
refreshments service, selling hot and cold drinks,
ice cream, and confectionary, from a table under
a gazebo outside the museum door. With the
independent café on site still not open and
people now allowed to meet in open spaces, we
saw ever increasing revenue being brought in by
this. Within weeks, the law was changed so that
non-essential shops could open. With this, we
got rid of the tables and moved inside, still
selling the same, simple refreshments as before.
Of course, both times saw a full risk assessment

being carried out, in consultation
volunteers, staff and trustees.

with

Hand sanitiser was provided, a volunteer made a
wonderful Perspex screen for us, saving us well
over £100, and measures were put in place for
queuing. This became a life saver! Each weekend
saw increasing revenue with a record weekend
seeing the Sunday surpass even the best day of
previous years when the boat and museum were
open.
By mid-July, the café opened their doors and
trade, naturally, began to diminish and by this
point, museums and art galleries were beginning
to open. Once again, consultation was sought
with various organisations such as MDEM and
the district council, the Trustees and, most
importantly, the volunteers and staff who were

to be on the front line. Risk assessments were
drawn up, measures put in place and we
managed to attain the Visit England ‘Good to
Go’, which helped to inspire trust in the visitors
upon their return.
By the first weekend in August, the museum and
the boat were up and running. This was
something we thought we would not see this
year and we were all over the moon. A one-way
system was in place for the museum, with maps
given to visitors to help them stick to this, face
covers were expected for all visitors over 11
years of age and
extra
volunteers
were on hand to
clean down surfaces
after visitors had
looked around. The
boat saw a reduction
in numbers being
allowed on, with
trips
going
on
demand. Family bubbles of up to 8 or
two smaller bubbles,
totalling 8, were
taken
out.
The
beauty of our boat is
it is open air and so very low risk if
social distancing is applied. The surfaces are
then all wiped down in between trips.
Since then, we have seen our takings get back to
being close to and occasionally exceeding that
record-breaking day on a regular basis. The new
normal with people exploring their doorsteps
and opting for staycations has helped massively.
However, the downside has been our reduced
opening. In the summer holidays, we would
normally be open every day except Friday but
now, due to an increase in volunteers needed to
safely open, we have limited this to the
weekends only.
As with most volunteer groups, many of our
volunteers are retired and some of them in the
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higher risk category. This saw a slow return for
our volunteers with us still not being at full
strength. Of course, we fully supported all the
volunteers’ decisions as we did not want to see
any of them come to any harm. They are our life
blood and we could not operate without them.
Hand sanitisers and masks are provided to those
who do choose to come in, with outside jobs
and socialising encouraged. If they do have to be
inside for their coffee break, seats are distanced,
and numbers are limited to keep everyone safe.
The cleaner also plays her part, thoroughly
wiping down the entire office at least once a
day.
We have now seen events returning with fishing
being the first big contributor. Once fishing
could resume, our bailiff saw record amounts of
people using the canal and he collected record
amounts. Fishing matches, which are socially
distanced by their very nature, have proved vital
in our continued survival. Coming up we will be
welcoming back the car meet in September and
a historical photography event at the end of
October, all socially distanced and with strict
safety measurers in place. The beauty of our site
is that it is mostly external, making everything a
lot safer.
This comment was taken from a recent
Facebook post from a very satisfied visitor:

‘Great boat ride, our children loved it! My
daughter said it was very relaxing. The
volunteers are very friendly and welcoming, and
the ice creams were delicious. What a great
place to visit, would highly recommend it!’
These have been terrifying times for all,
especially the heritage sector. With lots of us
relying on a volunteer workforce who are just
as, if not more worried about this pandemic
than we are, it is natural for them to be hesitant
in coming back. We have found, though, that
the majority of the community have been
amazing. They have stuck to the rules imposed
and come out in large (but safe) numbers to
support us. Yes, the worry is there still, and we
must not get complacent. We are constantly
revising the risk assessments and our practices
to ensure we continue to offer a high standard
of safety for everyone but are looking forward
to next year and whatever the new normal is.

The one take away we would have from this is
to think fast, be adaptable and do not be afraid
to try something new. It is those sites and
businesses that are thinking outside the box and
trying something different who are surviving
and, at the end of the day, that’s what we need
to do to keep our wonderful heritage alive for
many more future generations to enjoy.

WHEN COVID-19 FORCES US TO BE CREATIVE– NORTH WEST LEICSTERSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
I am currently working as a Cultural Services
Engagement Officer for NWLDC with a
responsibility for organising the annual Hello
Heritage event. This is my first year. It’s a lovely
position where I get to visit heritage sites and
see some of the places normally hidden away. I
also meet fab people and talk about
heritage. There is often tea and biscuits. What is
not to like?
For me, the enormity of the pandemic struck just
as I had travelled south to board a plane to take

me to Norway with my son, for my birthday. All
flights were immediately cancelled. On that
basis, I decided to also cancel my birthday until
next year.
As I returned to work (trying not to touch
handrails and doorknobs) we began to realise
that all of the events the team had been
planning for the year were unlikely to go ahead
too. I had planned a Heritage Conference to take
place in two weeks’ time and it became obvious
that we could not go ahead. As I cleared my desk
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desk and headed home, for what we all thought
would be a few weeks homeworking, I wondered
how I could still make Hello Heritage work. As
became common, I began to take a daily walk
around the village and found myself on roads
that I had never bothered to walk before. I
noticed people walking by the old houses and
buildings without even a glance at them. I
suddenly thought, ‘what if we had boards to tell
people about the places they were
passing?’
That was an idea that I could call ‘Heritage on
your doorstep’. People could erect the boards
for others to see on their daily walk. Not too
much info would be used to avoid crowds
forming and definitely nothing like a guided walk
or trail. Just boards placed outside places of
interest. The rest of the team liked the idea and
it was suggested that there could be a film too. I
loved that idea and it resulted in me working
with Pudding Bag Productions (of which I am
Secretary) to create 11 short films about visits to
places of heritage around the area where I
live. Custodians of sites were great in allowing us

to film and some of them co-presented.
Community groups sent in information about
their heritage sites and the team set about
making up the boards. I delivered 52 boards in
one day fuelled by one cup of garage coffee –
one must watch one’s fluid intake when the
simple act of asking to use the loo is no longer an
easy request!
So, a Covid-friendly Hello Heritage 2020 is taking
place between 5th and 20th September. You can
see the boards in person, if you are near any of
the villages that took part or, see them online
along
with
the
set
of
films
at:
www.nwleics.gov.uk/helloheritage.
Let’s hope that next year’s event, which will take
place in the spring, will have fewer barriers to
negotiate. If there are, well, we will just have to
get our creative heads on again.

Llynda Baugh,
Cultural Services Engagement Officer

GOOD TO BE BACK – RAILWAY VEHICLE PRESERVATIONS LIMITED
Firstly may we say it’s good to be back in this
heritage forum.

London North Eastern Railway (LNER) and items
of railway postal history.

So who are Railway Vehicle Preservations Ltd
(RVP)? Well I’ll take the text from our
information leaflet.

We have acquired a collection of historic LNER
vehicles and for more than 35 years have
operated Travelling Post Office (TPO)
demonstration trains on the Great Central
Railway.

We began life as ‘Lea Valley Carriage and
Wagon Society’ in 1968.
As such we began collecting historical vehicles
and industrial steam engines. Over the
intervening 52 years, the group has evolved and
moved home.
Today, RVP is the major carriage owning group
on the Great Central Railway, which presently
runs between Loughborough and Leicester. Our
aims have become more focused and we now
aim to preserve and restore carriages from the

RVP has always been an entirely volunteer
organization and relies heavily on its
membership to restore and maintain our
vehicles. We have no regular external funding
and rely on the generosity of our membership
and the public to fund our restoration projects.
We are based in the carriage and wagon works at
Rothley on the Great Central Railway.
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Our present major restoration project is a Third
Tourist Open (TTO) carriage number 23981. This
carriage will be restored to its original condition
of 1936. It will have 16 tables and 64 bucket
seats and fully lined teak exterior panels. 23981
will then run with our teak buffet car
number 2482 of 1937 and our pigeon van also in
teak number 4050 of 1940.
The above part of this article was written early
January 2020.
Just prior to the pandemic, a decision was taken
to ‘shelve’ the restoration of TTO 23981 so that
we could bring forward the further restoration
and repaint of our observation car, which was
built in 1937 for the specially constructed
‘Coronation train’. This is necessary to get the
vehicle back into traffic and revenue earning.
This task in terms of restoration would be a short
amount of time. So, once completed, we decided
that Buffet Car 24278 could also do with some
TLC to keep it in a serviceable condition.
So the lockdown struck and all we knew was that
we needed a major shunt of our vehicles. This is
always done by and with the full co-operation of

the GCR. Alas, lockdown meant just that, so no
movement of our or any other vehicles took
place. In fact, the lockdown shut down GCR and
all other preserved railways.
A lot of our members, who also work on the
carriages, are of an age governed by pandemic
rules, so no work could take place at Rothley
carriage and wagon shed, putting all our work
schedules into lockdown to await GCR’s
re-opening and allowing volunteers to return. As
it turned out, a monumental task for the GCR
directors to sort out.
During lock down several members are doing
small part restoration, one being painting new
destination boards for our buffet car. Also many
more items have been put on our Facebook and
website pages. Some of these article created a
lot of chit chat on the net, thus keeping RVP in
the public eye. The articles say a lot about our
early history.
As of mid August, we are still waiting for the
movement of the carriages to the carriage and
wagon shed.

Above: Pigeon van 4050
Below: Buffet car 24278

Current major project TTO 23981

19

ONLINE RESOURCES - RUTLAND COUNTY MUSEUM
Rutland County Museum has been concentrating
its efforts on making resources, particularly
exhibitions and activities for children, available
via its website.
The initial focus was to produce an online
exhibition which tied in with the 75th
anniversary of VE Day. The theme of ‘We’ll Eat
Again! Food and Farming during the Second
World War’ was chosen as many of the slogans
such as ‘Waste Not, Want Not’ and ‘Dig for
Victory’ seemed particularly relevant and
applicable to the situation at the time. We were
able to re-use material which had been produced
for a previous temporary exhibition as well as
create brand new resources. In order for the exhibition to be more engaging, we used the ‘dFlip
3D Flipbook’ software for the first time. This
proved a relatively easy way to convert PDF
documents into a more attractive and
‘interactive’ format.
The booklets created for this exhibition have
been subsequently adapted for use as learning
resources for teachers. New worksheets and
activities have been added and a Second World
War loans box is being developed.
The second strand of work was the creation of a
new page on the website called ‘Explore More!’
which we are using to explore some of the
museum’s past temporary exhibitions. So far,
highlights from four exhibitions on the themes of
washing and cleaning, village schools, the First
World War and the 1950s have been added. A
mix of material has been included comprising of
exhibition and artefact photographs, detailed
information on specific items, downloadable
interpretation panels and resources for teachers.

This was trialled firstly with some Easter crafts
and we have since added Second World War
activities (to tie in with the VE Day exhibition)
and Teddy Bear crafts (for May Half-Term). A
selection of summer and holiday themed crafts
were added prior to the school holidays.
As lockdown continued we added the ‘Roman
Rutland’ exhibition to the website for the digital
Festival of Archaeology, continuing with the
flipbook theme. To commemorate ‘VJ Day 75th
Anniversary’, an article was published on the
News page about Sergeant Philip Edward
Marston who was a Prisoner of War in Malaya.
Rutland County Museum’s planned opening date
is Wednesday 2nd September. We are not doing
booked sessions but are limiting numbers to 20
at any one time. We have removed the
temporary exhibition and used this space to
triple the size of the shop floor space to allow for
social distancing.
https://rutlandcountymuseum.org.uk/exploremore/
https://rutlandcountymuseum.org.uk/exploremore/festival-of-archaeology-2020/

https://rutlandcountymuseum.org.uk/home/

Emma Warren,
Heritage and Learning Officer

The third aspect has been the creation of a ‘Kids
Crafts’ page where downloadable templates and
activities are being added. The aim is for these to
be easily achievable with very few resources
required (usually just a printer, paper/thin card,
glue, elastic/string and colouring pens/pencils).
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UPDATE - SIR JOHN MOORE FOUNDATION, APPLEBY MAGNA
What have you been doing during lockdown?
Since lockdown we were very eager to maintain
contact with our regular groups; volunteers and
Local History Café Extended group, who used to
meet on site every month.
The majority of the groups joined a WhatsApp
group, which was kept as a light social forum,
interspersed with heritage information and
challenges. For group members who didn’t have
internet or preferred not to join, we ensured
that regular phone calls were made to maintain
engagement.
As time went on, we experimented in holding a
monthly Zoom meeting with our
members. This has been fun and
led to a lockdown-insight
interview with local teenagers,
as well as detailed work on the
Hello Heritage project content.

Any tips for similar organisations trying to cope
with the crisis?
Maintain as much contact as you can with your
volunteers and interest groups.
We have been incredibly grateful for their
support.
Any exciting projects or successful funding
applications to tell everyone about?
We’re delighted to be participating in Hello
Heritage, supported by NWL District Council.
This will see 8 detailed heritage boards sited
around Appleby Magna.

We remained conscious of the
need to include non-internet
users in the group and with
volunteer support, developed a
monthly newsletter. These have
been well received and we look
forward to continuing them.
How well is your organisation
surviving?
We have had to adapt, quickly.
Our site has been able to
continue operating as home to
its primary school, a pre-school
and
commercial
tenants.
Museum access and public
events on site have had to go on
hold.

Have you reopened and if not
are you planning to?
This is work in progress!

Examples of content for the heritage boards to be installed around
Appleby Magna

Our indoor spaces are limited.
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REGENERATION OF SNIBSTON COLLIERY PARK - SNIBSTON HERITAGE TRUST
The regeneration of Snibston Discovery Park by
Leicestershire County Council is progressing well
and the site has been rechristened Snibston
Colliery Park. The work is being supported by the
Snibston and Coalville Preservation Group
(created after the Friends of Snibston was
disbanded) who launched and facilitated the
Snibston Stakeholders and Community Group,
including County and District Council councillors
and officers, Rural Community Council, Century
Theatre staff and volunteers, All Saints Primary
School, Coalville Heritage Society, Ravenstone
Local History Society, Leicestershire Coal Industry
Welfare Trust Fund, the Coalville Miners’ Gala
Committee and interested individuals. The
purpose of the group is to assist the County
Council in the development of the Masterplan
for the regeneration of the site, to enable
communications
and
collaboration
with
stakeholders and the community and to review
the Masterplan as it progressed.
The Masterplan will develop the site with the
construction of a new café and Century Theatre
rehearsal and education facilities, children’s
playground, children’s scooter activity course,
mountain bike course, new foot and cycle paths,
including a link into the centre of Coalville along
the mineral railway. An important aspect of the

Masterplan was the external interpretation of
the historic Snibston Colliery and the collection
of mining artefacts.
Through the Stakeholder and Community Group
it was agreed with the County Council that a
third party organisation should be created to
assist the County Council with public access to
the Snibston Colliery site and the important
mining collections. Representatives from
Leicestershire Coal Industry Welfare Trust Fund
and the Coalville Heritage Society applied to the
Charities Commission to establish the Snibston
Heritage Trust as a Charitable Incorporated
Organisation (CIO) which received charitable
registration (No. 1190436) in July 2020.
The Trust will work with Leicestershire County
Council Country Parks department who are
responsible for the day-to-day management of
the Snibston site and assist with the restoration
and preservation of the mining collection (in
collaboration with Leicestershire Museums),
interpret the collection, provide guided tours of
the colliery site and buildings and work with local
schools and provide educational resource
material and organise industrial heritage and
coalmining related events and activities. The
Museum Service still retain a staff and storage
presence on the site and maintain the
collection of mining artefacts and will
work closely with the Trust in their
display and conservation.
The Snibston
objectives are;

Snibston No. 2 Colliery in about 1900

Heritage

Trust’s

two

1. To preserve for the benefit of our
cultural and industrial heritage those
historic industrial and architectural
remains including all forms of archival
material, hand written, printed and oral
as may exist in the town of Coalville in
the County of Leicestershire, in the form
of mining remains and related industrial
workings, both above and below ground.
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2. To advance the education of the public
concerning the industrial history of Coalville in
Leicestershire, in particular the history of
mining .
The Trust will focus on the mining history,
heritage and culture of the Leicestershire
Coalfield, but not South Derbyshire coalfield,
which is represented by South Derbyshire Mining
Preservation Group. For educational and
community benefit, and at the core of the Trust’s
work, will be the historic Snibston Colliery.
The first piece of work undertaken by the Trust,
in collaboration with the Leicestershire Museums
Service, has been the selection of mining
equipment to be displayed as part of a surface
mine simulation and underground haulage
display. Important, and today rare, pieces of
mining machinery, collected by Leicestershire
Museums Service in the late 1980s from local
collieries such as Bagworth, Ellistown, Whitwick
and Donisthorpe will be displayed and
interpreted. These artefacts include Dowty
Powered Chocks and Panzer as used on the
coalface, Joy Rapid Loaders, Dosco Road Header,
various examples of underground fans, roof
arches, electric and diesel locomotives, dannies,
tubs and a man rider. In addition but not yet on
display will be the rare underground Becuriet
Monorail system which was used at Ellistown
Colliery, the only pit in Leicestershire/South
Derbyshire to use the system. Smaller mining
related artefacts will be displayed in the pit top
buildings and there will also be a rake of
standard gauge mineral wagons retained on the
site’s railway tracks and mining related
locomotive retained in the site locomotive shed.
There are also many items that are not required
by the Trust/County Council and these will be
offered to other mining museums/organisations
around the country.
All these piece of mining machinery will need
restoring and the Trust, once we are out of the
Coronavirus pandemic, will hope to bring
together a group of volunteers to help with this

restoration, give tours of the colliery and help
with events and school activities.
The Trust will also assist with the interpretation
of the historic colliery buildings, which were
granted Scheduled Ancient Monument status in
1999, and once the Coronavirus pandemic is
under control work towards recreating the 1970s
pit top buildings and lamp room/control room/
medical centre and giving guided tours by former
miners. Although construction work is scheduled
to finish in early October 2020 the County
Council has not yet set an opening date for
Snibston Colliery Park.
Stuart Warburton,
Secretary to the Snibston Heritage Trust

Snibston Colliery surface and lamp room/control room tour
route
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REMEMBER THEM - LEICESTER CITY, COUNTY & RUTLAND AT RISK WAR MEMORIAL PROJECT
With Open Days, Visits, History Fairs and Talks
all cancelled, some of us have been taking the
opportunity to research and write one-page
biographies of the men listed on some of the
war memorials in our care. These are illustrated
with ships, regimental and squadron crests and
badges, and relevant photographs, including the
cemeteries and memorials where these men are
remembered.

or Fleet Air Arm, all services requiring a high
degree of numeracy.
The least that we can do is honour them by
recalling their short lives, and not just as a list of
names.
Denis Kenyon

One in particular is Gateway Grammar School
WW2 memorial with the names of 45 Old Boys
of the School.
The school, which opened in 1929, was
originally located in the then Skeffington House,
now The Newarke Houses Museum, and was
replaced by Gateway Sixth Form College in
Hamilton.
Presentation folders of the final result will be
placed at The Newarke Houses, where the
original war memorial still is, at our base at All
Saints, and at Gateway Sixth Form College, who
are very keen to foster links with their
predecessor
It is of particular note that, of these 45 young
men, no fewer than 30 were in the RAF, RAFVR

LIFE DURING LOCKDOWN - CHARNWOOD MUSEUM
Charnwood Museum is in Queen’s Park,
Loughborough and is managed by both
Charnwood Borough Council and Leicestershire
County Council. From April until September, the
museum was open Tuesday to Saturday 10am 4:30pm and on Sundays 2 - 5pm. From October
to March, we were open Tuesday to Saturday,
10am - 3pm. We are a small staff team of 6
people.

Charnwood Borough Council had already made
the decision to close the museum before the
government announced that we should work
from home. Four staff were able to work from

home, the other two were on standby to work in
other departments if needed.
The staff working from home had been busy
updating procedures, working on getting an
online presence and helping to get the museum
Covid19 ready, so we could open when we got
the go-ahead. This has been interrupted at times
as all staff from the museum — except those
shielding — were redeployed as town and village
helpers when shops and pubs were able to
re-open.
Working from home we noticed that the
museum lacked a decent online presence and
24

our website wasn’t that appealing. We had
been talking for years about getting funding so
we could have our own standalone webpage
that didn’t look so corporate and that we could
have more control over. Covid19 pushed this
issue to the forefront, so Cassie our manager
applied to Museum Development to get the
funding to do this, and we were approved. We
are now in the process of getting quotes from
developers and are looking forward to getting a
website that works for us.
From the start of lockdown to mid-September,
we have uploaded around 30 online activities
and quizzes that can be done at home. These
range from arts and crafts, sensory ideas,
colouring sheets, quizzes etc. We made the
decision that even when we opened again, we
would add one new activity every week for
people who still didn’t feel comfortable visiting
us.

The museum has been open since 26th August
with reduced days and hours. We are now open
Wednesday to Saturday from 10am to 12 noon
and from 2 - 4pm until the end of September.
The two-hour break gives us time to deep clean.
From October we will open Wednesday to
Saturday from 10am to 1pm.
We have been open for three weeks at the time
of writing and have had 441 visitors. All of them
have given positive feedback and are happy that
they have somewhere to visit. We have had no
complaints
about the
oneway

system, reduced activities or other Covid19
measures we have had to put in place.
We are always looking at ways to improve the
museum and have adapted some of our
activities so that they can go online and be
printed off before visitors arrive.
In the museum where visitors must wait, we
have added some activities to help them pass
the time.
This experience has helped to kickstart our
online journey, has made us appreciate each
other’s strengths, and brought us closer
together as a team.
For more information about visiting Charnwood
Museum please go to:
www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/charnwood museum
Follow us on Facebook:

www.facebook.com/CharnwoodMuseum
Follow us on twitter:
@CharnwoodMuseum

Lisa Clarke,
Charnwood Museum Supervisor

SHIRE HERITAGE GRANTS NOW
AVAILABLE!
The LRHF have been asked to
remind our members that Shire
Heritage Grants of up to £500
are still available for 2020.

Lockdown activity ideas from the Charnwood Museum

Email laura.hughes@leics.gov.uk
for more information!
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RINGING THE CHANGES FOR REOPENING - LOUGHBOROUGH BELLFOUNDRY TRUST
After the challenges of lockdown, and the
inevitable cancellation of all tours and group
bookings throughout the spring and summer
season, the LBT were delighted to receive
emergency funding to assist with Covid-safe
reopening plans. The funding, made possible by
National Lottery players, was awarded through
The National Lottery Heritage Fund’s
‘Heritage Emergency Fund’.

Major Bellfoundry in Britain” project submitted
a Round 2 bid to the NLHF’s Heritage Enterprise
Scheme. In our efforts to raise match funding
for this major bid, we have been blown away by
the support we have received from our visitors
and
supporters,
as
well
as
from
organisations such as the Architectural Heritage
Fund, The Swire Trust and The Pilgrim Trust,
among many others.

These funds will enable the Loughborough
Bellfoundry Trust to progress with works that
will enable the popular museum to open again
to the public. The museum showcases almost
160 years of bells and bellfounding and has a
significant collection of archive materials from
the bellfoundry’s lifespan. It is housed within
the historic Grade II* listed Loughborough
Bellfoundry buildings, which are an important
part of Britain’s industrial heritage.

We await the outcome of our major Round 2
Lottery bid in December 2020 and plan to
reopen the museum by January 2021 at the
latest. Follow us @lborobelltrust on Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram for updates on our
reopening plans.

Since the start of September, a dedicated team
of staff and volunteers have embarked upon the
challenge of decanting our museum spaces to
allow for a deep clean and the reorganisation of
spaces for social distancing, with appropriate
signage and hand sanitising stations in place.
This has also provided us with the opportunity
to revisit some of our collections management
procedures and to begin the process of
capturing fresh digital images of both our
objects and our spaces — all with a view to
improving our online offer during these
uncertain times. As one can imagine, as a
museum situated within a working foundry,
keeping the dust and dirt at bay can
sometimes be tricky, though it is a task we have
embraced
with
gusto!
To
further
improve the environment for visitors, our plans
also include the reopening of several windows
that have been sealed up for many decades and
the installation of new heating facilities.
These are not the only activities the LBT has
embarked upon during lockdown. After
eighteen months of hard work developing plans,
in August the core team for the “Saving the Last

Chrissie Van Mierlo,
Museum Director

Trust staff and volunteers are capturing new
digital images of many of our objects

Thank you to all the organisations who have
contributed to this newsletter during
challenging times.
To find out more about the Leicestershire
and Rutland Heritage Forum, visit our
website at www.lrhf.co.uk or find us on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/lrhforum.
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